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Clean Air Stickers for Salvage Replacement Hybrids   

 

 

New Law 
As of January 1, 2009, replacement clean air stickers are available to owners of 
qualifying hybrid vehicles, if all of the following conditions are met: 

• The owner’s previous hybrid vehicle was declared a total loss salvage or a non-
repairable vehicle.  

• The application for a replacement sticker must be filed within six months of the 
date the previous hybrid was declared a total loss salvage or non-repairable 
vehicle. 

•  The owner’s previous salvaged or non-repairable hybrid vehicle had a set of 
clean air stickers. 

• The replacement hybrid vehicle qualifies for a clean air sticker. 

To verify that the replacement hybrid qualifies for a clean air sticker, use the following 
link to the California Air Resources Board’s (CARB) website list of vehicles eligible for 
single occupant carpool lane use: http://www.arb.ca.gov/msprog/carpool/carpool.htm or 
call CARB’s Public Information Office, at 1-800-242-4450.  

Revised Form 
The Application for Clean Air Stickers, REG 1000 (REV. 6/2009) has been revised to 
include a section for the owner to indicate a replacement sticker is needed because their 
previously owned hybrid vehicle was declared a total loss salvage or non-repairable 
vehicle and to provide identifying information about the previously owned, salvaged, or 
non-repairable hybrid vehicle and the old clean air sticker number. 

The revised form, Application for Clean Air Stickers, REG 1000 (REV. 6/2009) is 
available at www.dmv.ca.gov (Forms Section). A copy of the REG 1000 is attached. 

Procedures 
 To apply for replacement clean air stickers the registered owner must: 

• Complete and sign the Application for Clean Air Stickers, REG 1000 
(REV. 6/2009). 

• Enclose an $8.00 check or money order–payable to the Department of Motor 
Vehicles–for the replacement clean air sticker fee (Do not enclose cash). 

• Mail the application and check or money order to: 

Attn: Replacement Clean Air Sticker 
Department of Motor Vehicles 
Special Processing Unit MS D238 
P.O. Box 932345 
Sacramento, CA  94232-3450 
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Field offices cannot issue clean air stickers or verify which hybrid vehicles qualify for 
clean air stickers. If an application for clean air stickers is submitted to a field office, the 
field office must also send the application to the Special Processing Unit for verification 
and processing.  

Note: The replacement hybrid vehicle should not be driven in the carpool/diamond 
lanes with a sole occupant, until the replacement clean air stickers are received and 
attached to the vehicle.   

Background 
Original applications for clean air stickers for hybrid vehicles are no longer accepted; 
the 85,000 clean air vehicle stickers allowed by law for hybrid vehicles have all been 
assigned. Previously, replacement clean air stickers could only be issued if a hybrid’s 
original sticker was damaged.  

The new law allows an owner to apply for clean air stickers for a qualifying 
replacement hybrid if their previous hybrid (with clean air stickers) was subsequently 
declared a total loss salvage or a non-repairable vehicle.  

DMV does still issue original clean air stickers for other eligible vehicles (for example, 
zero emissions, ultra low emissions, etc.) that meet specified emission standards and that 
are on the California Air Resources Board's list of eligible vehicles. For further 
information about vehicles eligible for single occupant carpool use, see the CARB 
website, at http://www.arb.ca.gov/msprog/carpool/carpool.htm. 

Reference 
Vehicle Registration Manual §9.075   

California Vehicle Code §§5205.5, 21655.9 

Distribution  
Notification that this memo is available online, at www.dmv.ca.gov under Publications 
was made via e-mail alert in July 2009.  

Contact  
Call the DMV Customer Communications Section, at (916) 657-6560 for further 
clarification of this memo. Upon request, this document can be produced in Braille or 
large print.  

 
JEAN SHIOMOTO, Deputy Director 
Communication Programs Division 
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